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fault, they deny that it was in their power to avoid
it. This they retain from their former customs.
Among barbarians not yet imbued with the law of
Christ, there is a conviction that a certain power,
similar to Fate, exists in things which carries away
the human will by an unavoidable necessity, deter-
mining and predestining various events before they
happen. Although when they embrace the Chris-
tian law they are taught the falseness and impiety
of such a belief, I know not what taint remains
of their former opinion, as a vessel retains the odor
with which it was lately impregnated for the first
time. Thence also proceeds their tranquillity and
specious fortitude in adversity and in the gravest
calamities. *‘‘ Wherefore,”” say they, ‘‘should I
lament? It was to happen thus.” Such are the
ideas which we are endeavoring to extirpate from
their rude minds. Our labors are greatly thwarted
by the example of the pagan barbarians with whom
they are forced to deal; also of the English and
Dutch, who bring the holiest ceremonies of religion
into hatred and contempt, and often in a single day
eradicate and destroy that which we had painfully
built up for many months and years. Hereby Your
Reverence may easily understand how greatly we
need divine assistance to make our labors prosper.
I earnestly beg that by your prayers and sacrifices
to God I may obtain that aid.
Your Reverence’s
Most devoted Servant in Christ,
JOSEPH AUBERY,*
of the Society of Jesus.
From the Mission of St. Frangois de Sales
October 10, M.DCCX.



